March 9th, 2003

Hi Gavin

I have just checked your e-mail and I thought you might be getting a little impatient. But I thought I would wait until today when I write the full letter. I got an e-mail from Becker Helicopters and will send them the same information about the VA Bill as I sent to CUHK. I don’t know how much you told them about yourself or what you are doing now, so I will keep to a minimum what I will say.


You mentioned that you will be returning to your ship in a few days. But you never said where you would be going. Things seem to be hotting up in regard to Iraq, with the US likely to go against the UN vote, if necessary.


I have more entries in my diary that usual, so I may be able to write 2 pages all right. There has been quite a lot of Rugby matches on TV this week. Watched part of two Super-12 games. The first was in Christchurch between the Canterbury ‘Crusaders’ and the Queensland ‘Reds’ which the Crusaders won 34-6. The Super-12 matches are designed for entertainment. Before this game they had knights dressed up as Crusaders in the colours of both teams charging around the field on horseback. They also had a mock castle and large flame burners. The other game, which I saw just the last quarter, was between the Wellington Hurricanes and the South African ‘Stormers’, which the Hurricanes won. Christian Cullen got 2 tries though he had scored them before I tuned in. There was another Super-12s match in Auckland yesterday between the Crusaders and the Auckland ‘Blues’ (which I did not se on TV; just found the result on the Internet). Surprisingly, Auckland won 39 –5. Hard to believe, considering how the Crusaders have dominated the Super-12s in the past few years. Last night, I watch the Six-Nations match between France and Ireland. Another surprise, as Ireland won 15 – 12. All the points came from kicks; no tries. 


I went to the university clinic last Tuesday to get some more asthma medicine. I also got some Nuelin to try to break the troublesome problems I am having. Seemed to work – for a few days. But yesterday it was back to ‘normal’ again! I also showed the doctor the sore on the top of a foot that will not heal properly. A scab starts to form but never has time to form completely and is washed on in a shower or in the swimming pool. He suggested burning it off using liquid nitrogen. So I may get this done the next time I go to the clinic. 


You may have heard of the bombs that exploded in the arrival hall at the airport in Davao, a city in the southern island of Mindanao in the Philippines. About 31 people killed. A radical Muslim terrorist group has claimed responsibility. I remember going to the airport at Davao (though not into the town) many years ago. I was on my way to another small town on another part of the Island. Flew from Davao in an old DC-3 which seemed to just manage to get over the mountain range to this town. On the return journey, the flight to Davao was late and as we were coming down to the airport at Davao, my connecting ‘plane had its engines running any was getting ready for take-off. So, when we landed, I jumped off the DC-3 and ran across the tarmac to get the other plane to stop and wait for me. And it did wait! So, I went back, waited to collect my backpack and then boarded the ‘plane. Quite different from what you can do at airports nowadays!! 


Security guards in HK transferring money from a bank (?) into a security van were attached the other day by robbers. One of the guards was hacked to death! No shots fired. In fact, the company said that in situations like this, their staff are instructed not to fire their guns. One wonders what the purpose of having them is. Then there was the case of the ‘human bomb.’ A restaurant owner had been kidnapped and held overnight at Lau Fau Shan (very close to here). The gang then strapped a bomb around his waist then took him to a bank in Mei Foo to get him to withdraw $5 million. They threatened to explode the bomb if this wasn’t done. But the bank staff became suspicious and set off the alarm. The manager then rugby-tackled the ‘robber’ (i.e. the manager) and held him until the police arrived. The real robbers got away but were caught the next day. Remember a few months ago, I told you of a Police Officer who grabbed a gun from a guard at the Yuen Long Police Station? Well, he was sentenced to 10 years in jail. 


Temperatures lower again and have had some rain. Good running conditions. Went for a shorter run yesterday, in fact the same route as for the first run on the season. OK. With the effects of the medicine I got initially having a positive effect, I noticed how easier it was doing the exercises in the gym, especially the treadmill running. 


The budget was announced last Wednesday. As expected, there were many tax increases and cuts in government allowances to the elderly and poor! In response to the tax on foreign domestic helpers, the president of the Philippines slapped a ban on maids coming to Hong Kong. The move was actually unpopular among maids in HK, who held a protest outside the Philippine consulate. There are growing calls for Tung Chee-wah to stop being involved in all the details of running HK and to appoint a #2 to do this so that he (Tung) can focus on local, national and international relations. The analogy was made with Presidents Carter and Reagan. Carter was a good person (under his administration human rights became an international issue) but a poor president as he, like Tung, got tied up in all the details of governing instead of concentrating on the principles and spending more time communicating with the country and the world. Reagan did this very well, so well that that any blunders that resulted from his ideology/philosophy didn’t ‘stick’ to him as others were doing the work of implementing his ideas. (That is why Reagan was called the ‘teflon’ president; teflon is the substance used in ‘non-stick’ pots and pans.) Because of this, Reagan was known to take naps during the day!!


This week saw the 50th anniversary of Joseph Stalin’s death in 1953. He took over from Lenin and was certainly a brutal dictator; over 30 million people died in gulags/were killed/starved to death between 1918 and 1956. However, in Stalin’s hometown in Georgia, many older people were celebrating him. 


Heard the other day that my new HK Chemistry books were fully approved by the Education Department. However, on the same day, found that sales of my book last year were down very substantially. Writing textbooks is a difficult job. So much work just to keep one’s head above water to maintain sales. (Not like Harry Potter books!) 

Again some interesting TV programmes. One series is about the origins on the universe. The same question has been raised about the universe that was asked centuries ago about the Earth – is it flat or curved? If curved, one could set out in a rocket in a straight line, and end up back on Earth. However, it turns out that the universe is flat! Also, it may be that there are far fewer stars and galaxies that we think, as many of them may just be illusions produced by the reflection of light (like in a mirror) or mirages. There is also talk of a ‘multi-verse’, that is, many parallel universes! Interesting. 

That’s about it for now. Thinking of you.

Cheers,    Dad
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